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January 24, 2006

The Honorable Kim Brimer

Chair, Texas Sunset Advisory Commission
Texas State Capitol

Austin, Texas 78701

The Honorable Vicki Truitt

Vice Chair, Texas Sunset Advisory Commission
Texas State Capitol

Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Chairman Brimer and Vice-Chair Truitt:

As you know, the Texas Office of State Federal Relations (OSFR) is up for Sunset review this cycle. 1
am writing to ask that you make the Sunset review of OSFR a top priority, and schedule the OSFR review
at the earliest possible date. 1 would also request that given the wasteful spending and partisan activity
(which is forbidden by the General Appropriations Act) at OSFR, this review should be prioritized and
expedited.

Currently, two cronies of Tom DeLay and indicted Republican lobbyist Jack Abramoff, are each making
$180,000 a year at Texas taxpayer expense. Governor Perry approved each of these exorbitant and
unnecessary lobby contracts with Todd Boulanger and Drew Maloney. The Sunset review process is the
perfect opportunity to reduce this unnecessary waste in state government. The State of Texas already has
32 Congressmen and women, 2 United States Senators, and the President of the United States who call
Texas home. How can Governor Perry justify wasting $1.1 million in taxpayer money on these two
Abramoff and DeLay cronies?

One of the $180,000 a year lobbyists who Governor Perry hired is Jack Abramoff’s buddy, Todd
Boulanger. Mr. Boulanger began working with Jack Abramoff at Preston, Gates & Ellis in 1999 and
followed the recently indicted lobbyist to Greenberg Traurig, LLP in 2001." After the Abramoff scandals
became public, Mr. Abramoff and Mr. Boulanger left Greenberg Traurig and were subsequently hired on
the same day by the same Washington D.C. lobby firm, Cassidy and Associates.” Mr. Boulanger
continues to work at Cassidy and Associates, where he manages the OSFR lobby contract approved by
Govemnor Perry.

According to U.S. lobby registration and reporting disclosure forms, Mr. Boulanger and Mr. Abramoff
were both listed as registered lobbyists for the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe, the Mississippi Band of
Choctow Indians, the Chitimacha and Coushatta Tribes of Louisiana, eLottery, and the Commonwealth of
Northern Mariana Islands." Mr. Boulanger also lists the now infamous SunCruz Casino, LLC, as one of
his lobby clients.” This is the casino boat company that Jack Abramoff “bought.” Federal prosecutors






