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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1JESSICA FARRAR
STATE REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 148

November 9, 2006

The Honorable

Cullen R. Looney

Chairman of the

Texas Ethics Commission

Sam Houston State Office Building, 10th Floor

201 East 14th Street 
Austin, Texas 78701


Re:
Request for Advisory Opinion

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This letter is a request for the Commission’s advisory opinion concerning the application of the Speaker’s statute (Chapter 302, Government Code) to certain activity.

Currently, persons who are required to register under Chapter 305, Government Code, are contacting Members and Members-elect of the Texas House of Representatives on behalf of a named Speaker candidate and asking Members to agree to vote for the candidate because the candidate will “put [the Member] on good committees,” “take care of [the Member,]” and “see to it that [the Member] has the right support in two years.” 

Other comments made include statements that if the Member does not vote for the named Speaker candidate, “we won’t forget it,” and “we can make sure that you remember that you made a mistake.”

These calls and statements are also being made by former Members of the Texas House to Members and Members-elect.

I ask the Commission’s opinion on the following questions:

1. Does this conduct constitute legislative bribery under Subchapter C, Chapter 302, Government Code, because the comments imply (a) either the favorable or unfavorable treatment of the Member in committee assignments, and (b) either the giving or withholding of campaign contributions?

2. Do I have any duty to report this conduct to the appropriate authorities, including the district attorney with jurisdiction over these matters? 

3. Does physical evidence, such as voice mail messages and electronic mail messages, need to be turned over to the Commission or the appropriate authorities?

As a member-elect of the 80th Texas Legislature which will choose a speaker, I am subject to Chapter 302, Government Code, a law administered by the Commission.

As you can imagine, time is of the essence, and I would appreciate your expediting this request for an advisory opinion.

Sincerely,
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Jessica Farrar

State Representative
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